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  introduction


  I love origami. I can spend hours and hours doing it. But what to do with all the things that I’ve folded? My shelves are full. My desk is covered. I could fill up boxes and put them in the attic, but where’s the fun in that? I want to display them!


  Where I live, in Japan, many people turn their origami into collages. Every kindergarten and every daycare center covers its walls with posters made from origami. The pictures are changed every month, and the children often make them. My own kids do it at home too, and they have taken over one whole wall for their own gallery. It keeps changing, so we never get tired of it.


  Though it’s possible to make more detailed and realistic pictures by painting them, or cutting and pasting, not everyone has the skill or desire to do that. But everyone can fold, and it’s the folding that makes the shapes that make the picture. Everyone’s origami looks great when it’s put in a collage.


  So here are a bunch of projects for you to fold and work into your very own collages. Some are traditional; more are my original designs. They all look great on their own, and they look even better in their sets, but they will look best when you add your own touches. What kind of picture they become is up to you. Fold them and it’s craft. Move them around and paste them down, and it’s art—your art!
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  how to fold


  Here’s what the arrows in the directions mean:
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  Fold this way
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  Fold and reopen
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  Fold around behind
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  Flip the whole piece over
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  Most pieces start with the paper facing color side down. The drawings show the front in color, and the back in white.
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  This is a mountain fold; it looks a bit like a mountain.
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  This is a valley fold.
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  Some shapes are made with reverse folds. Start by creasing the paper along the fold lines. Open out the paper slightly, reverse each of the folds, and re-crease them to make a neat corner. The series of illustrations above depicts an outside reverse fold followed by an inside reverse fold.
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  The directions tell you to fold on such-and-such a line, but if you use your own paper you won’t have the lines. No problem! Just remember that in origami folds are usually made so that corners and edges meet, or folds start at half-way points. The diagrams for each model show you which edges and corners to use. And where corners and edges aren’t indicated, the placement of the fold isn’t that critical.


  


  basic folds


  There are only so many ways to start folding origami projects. A few of the most common ways are called bases, and they’re used as starting points for folding diagrams. Here are the bases used in this kit.


  waterbomb base


  The waterbomb base is the beginning of the famous waterbomb, but it is also the beginning of many other projects. Here is an easy way of doing it.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold from corner to corner. Flip the paper over.
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  2 Fold the paper in half and unfold it again.
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  3 Collapse the sides away from you along the creases you’ve made.
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  4 This is the finished water-bomb base.


  blintz base


  The blintz base is named for the pastry it resembles. Some projects fold the corners in just once, and some fold the paper two or three times, but either way the process is the same. The first step is to find the center of the paper.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Line up opposite corners and crimp the paper with your fingers to make a tiny crease in the middle.
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  2 Crimp the paper again in the other direction to find the center. A tiny crease won’t be as noticeable in the finished piece as a long fold would be.
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  3 Fold the four corners in so they touch the center.
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  4 This is the finished blintz base.


  kite base


  The kite base is called that because it looks like a kite. A variation is to fold two opposite corners in to the center, like half of a blintz base. The kite base is the start of the fish base.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold from corner to corner to find the center.
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  2 Fold the corners in to the centerline.
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  3 The kite base is finished.


  fish base


  This base looks a bit like a fish without a tail. It has two flaps in the middle that can be used to make fins, legs, and all sorts of things.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold as if making kite bases facing up and down.
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  2 Fold the corners in to the centerline.
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  3 Press down the folds to crease the paper underneath and the fish base is finished.
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  making a collage


  Making a collage is no more difficult than folding the individual pieces. You can put as much or as little time into it as you like. The simplest collages are just origami glued to a paper backing. At the other end of the scale are pictures made up of dozens of tiny pieces filled out with paint and paper cutout details. Or you can take the middle road: a simple paper background with just enough origami pieces to make up a nice composition.


  You’ll want to do a bit of thinking before you start cutting and pasting. For example, you’ll want to have a theme. Birds, fishes, a garden, a zoo, dinosaurs—anything goes! Without a theme, your collage will probably just look like a bunch of origami stuck on a poster, though even that could turn out fine.


  Think about the relative size of the pieces. Do they look like they belong together? Use different sizes of paper to get them right, or use large and small pieces to give your picture depth. The style and level of detail should be about the same too. And how about color? Care with color choices can give you a really striking result.


  The next step is to make a rough layout. This gives you an idea of how the final collage will look, and also how many of each piece you will need to fold.



  [image: ]



 

  For the large collages in this kit, I started out with simple sketches, and then expanded them onto large sheets of old wrapping paper. I cut those out and traced around them on colored construction paper to make the parts. Once the parts were cut out, all that remained was to paste them together on a large background sheet. My kids, on the other hand, just draw the background on the paper, sometimes before gluing on the origami, and sometimes after.


  Don’t forget that the origami is the star. Too much detail elsewhere, and the origami will look clumsy and dull. Less is more, as they say. The less detail you add, the more the origami will stand out and shine. Still, you may want to add a few touches to the origami itself to bring out some detail and add a bit of expression. You can draw in eyes or lines with pen, pencil, or crayon, but don’t overdo it!


  And when the origami has been laid out and pasted in place, your collage is done. Great job! Now, where to put it?


  

  


  penguin picnic
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  I don’t know if penguins ever take a day off, but if they did they’d probably gather by the seashore with their friends and enjoy a bit of fish. This is the kind of picture I want to see when I get up on a summer Sunday. Lots of penguins, lots of cool ice, and just enough fish for everyone.
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  penguin


  This penguin can stand on its feet. A bunch of penguins in bright colors look charming on a shelf or desk!
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  1 Start with the color side up. Fold it in half toward you.
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  2 Fold the wings down on the 1 lines.
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  3 Fold and unfold the head on line 2.
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  4 Outside reverse fold the head.
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  5 Fold and unfold line 3.
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  6 Reverse fold line 3 to make the tail.
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  7 Fold up the feet on the 4 lines.
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  8 All finished!
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  whale


  There are a lot of origami whales, but they don’t get much easier than this one. That, and the white belly, make it my favorite.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold down on line 2.
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  3 Flip the whale over.
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  4 Fold in on the 3 lines.
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  5 Fold the whale in half toward you.
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  6 Fold and unfold on line 4.
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  7 Reverse fold 4 to make the tail, and you’re finished!
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  fish


  If you use your own paper, you can make three different fishes from this one design, depending on where you stop folding.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold the paper in half toward you.
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  2 Fold up on line 1.
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  3 Fold down on line 2.
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  4 Turn the fish over. This finishes the simplest fish.
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  5 Fold and unfold on the 3 lines, through all the layers.
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  6 Pull out the top two layers and fold on line 4, as if making a bird base.
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  7 Fold up the top fin at line 5 and flip the fish over.


  [image: ]


  8 Fold up the bottom fin at line 6.
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  9 Fold down the bottom fin at line 7 and flip the fish over.
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  10 This finishes the second fish. To make the last type, fold the nose back to meet the tail.
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  11 And you’re done!
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  seabird


  This seabird can actually fly, if the wings are kept flat and straight. I’ll bet it would enjoy flying around the room a bit before joining your collage!
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold up on line 1.
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  2 Fold the bottom third up on line 2. Flip the bird over.
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  3 Fold and unfold the top layer on line 3.
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  4 Fold up the front corners of the wings on the 4 lines.
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  5 Re-fold line 3.


  [image: ]


  6 Fold up on line 5.
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  7 Fold up the front corners on the 6 lines.
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  8 Fold the bird in half away from you.
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  9 Fold one wing down on line 7.
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  10 The seabird is ready for your collage. If you want to fly it, fold the other wing to match and straighten everything up.
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  seal


  This is a fairly simple traditional Japanese design. It starts with a fish base and repeats reverse folds to make the shape.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on lines 1 and 2 to make the fish base.
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  2 Fold the seal in half away from you.
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  3 Fold the flippers down on the 3 lines.
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  4 Fold and unfold on line 4.
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  5 Reverse fold the neck. Fold and unfold on line 5.
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  6 Reverse fold the head. Fold and unfold on line 6.
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  7 Tuck the nose inside the head. Fold and unfold on line 7.
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  8 Reverse fold the tail, and you’re all finished.
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  penguin picnic


  There are any number of ways to put this collage together, but unless you are using the background that came with the kit, you’ll want to add some ice and some sea. White and blue paper wadded up tightly and then smoothed out before cutting or folding gives a nice crinkly surface.
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  Here’s an easy way to make some icebergs. Start with any size of white paper, make a single diagonal fold, and trim off the corners. Voila!
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  The background starts with the sky. A cloud cut from white paper looks nice. Give the sea a horizon and glue it to the sky. Cut a jagged edge into white paper to make the foreground ice and add it to the bottom of the sea. Then you just need to glue on the icebergs and the origami pieces.
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  Lay out the origami and move it around until you like the way everything looks together before gluing it down.


  


  starry sky
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  This is a very easy collage to do, and you can be as serious (or not) as you like. I’ve drawn faces on the stars and moon in the kit paper, but if you use your own paper you can leave the faces off, or draw in more detailed ones, or whatever you want.
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  star


  The star springs open if left on a table for a bit, but it looks great when pasted into a large collage. Use one of these stars on top of the Christmas Tree (page 26).
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold on lines 1 and 2. Flip the paper over.
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  2 Fold and unfold on line 3.
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  3 Collapse the sides away from you to make a waterbomb base.
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  4 Fold down on line 4 and flip the star over.
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  5 Fold down on line 5.
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  6 Pull the corners apart gently until the backs of the bottom flaps flip out.
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  7 Fold in on line 6.
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  8 Fold up on line 7.
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  9 Re-fold on line 3.
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  10 Fold out on line 8. Flip the star over.
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  11 A star is born.
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  comet


  Comets are among the most interesting things you can see in the night sky. A bright star with a long tail—beautiful!
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  1 Start with the color side up. Fold in on the 1 lines, and flip the comet over.


  [image: ]


  2 Fold the top layer on the 2 lines while pulling the bottom layer out from behind.
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  3 Fold on the 3 lines.
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  4 Fold and unfold on line 4.
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  5 Fold out the top layers only on the 5 lines.
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  6 Re-fold line 4 and flip the comet over.
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  7 Fold both top layers in toward the center, squashing the corner as you go.
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  8 Fold up the two corners and flip the comet over.
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  9 Your comet is finished.
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  planet


  Not every planet has rings, but a surprising number do. But without rings, it would just be a circle—and you can’t fold circles!
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on line 1.
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  2 Fold and unfold on line 2. The width of the band is one eighth the height of the triangle.
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  3 Fold down on line 3.
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  4 Fold up on line 4.
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  5 At the same time, fold up on line 5 and in on line 6.


  [image: ]


  6 Fold down on line 7.
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  7 Repeat steps 3 to 6 for lines 8 to 11.
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  8 Flip the planet over.
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  9 It’s ready to go up in the night sky.
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  moon


  Here is where I promise you the moon. But you have to do a little bit of folding to get it.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on line 1.
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  2 Fold on line 2.
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  3 Fold in half toward you.
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  4 Fold on lines 3 to 6 to make half a fish base.
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  5 Make another crease at the center. Fold and unfold on line 7.
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  6 Squash the flap flat on the 7 lines, and fold the bottom half up. Flip the moon over.
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  7 Fold and unfold on lines 8 and 9.
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  8 Reverse folds 8 and 9, and the moon is done.
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  rocket


  Stars, comets, planets, and the moon: you need a rocket to visit them all!
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold on the 2 lines. Flip the rocket over.
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  3 Fold in on the 3 lines. Flip the rocket over again.
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  4 Fold the top layer on the 4 lines while pulling the bottom layer out from behind.


  [image: ]


  5 Fold up the bottom corners on the 5 lines.
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  6 Fold up on line 6.
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  7 Fold down again on line 7 to make the flame.
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  8 Flip the rocket over and it’s all done.
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  starry sky


  Who knew the sky was as crowded as this? The rocketeer has lots to see as he or she voyages to the moon. This collage would look nice with lots of really tiny stars added; you could fold them from little squares of paper, or cut them out with scissors.
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  There isn’t much background needed for this collage. In its simplest form, you can use just a large piece of black paper (about 32 by 20 inches, or 80 by 50 centimeters). But adding a bit of Earth gives it a bit more flavor. Or maybe the rocket could be flying over some really alien place? The sky is the limit...
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  This is what it looks like with the background provided with the kit.


  


  christmas tree


  The Christmas Tree collage might be too seasonal to leave up all the time, but it is certainly one that many kids will enjoy. Put up the tree background, and everyone can add their own decorations. When the Christmas season is over, take it down and start a new collage. Save the tree, and you’ll be ready to start again next year.
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  candle


  Candles look great on a Christmas tree, but you can’t take your eyes off them. This candle is perfectly safe, and never burns out!
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold the paper in half.
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  2 Fold up on line 1.
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  3 Fold down on the 2 lines.
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  4 Fold in on the 3 lines. Pull up the bottom corners as you go.
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  5 Fold down on line 4.
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  6 Fold up again on line 5.
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  7 Fold in on the 6 lines. Pull in the outside corners as you go.
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  8 Flip the candle over...
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  9 ...and you’re done!
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  stocking


  What would Christmas be without stockings? I like mine to be too heavy to stay on the tree. Here’s a paper version.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold the stocking in half.
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  3 Fold and unfold on line 2.
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  4 Fold and unfold on line 3.
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  5 Pull the top layer up and re-fold lines 2 and 3.
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  6 Fold on line 4.
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  7 Fold the top layer down.
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  8 Fold in three corners on the 5 lines.
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  9 The stocking is ready to be hung.
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  decoration 1


  This is just one of many possibilities: change one or two folds, and you get a fresh decoration.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines and flip the paper over.
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  2 Fold the corners to the center on the 2 lines.
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  3 Fold the loose corners out on the 3 lines. Flip the paper over.
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  4 Fold the center corners out on the 4 lines.
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  5 Fold the outer corners back in on the 5 lines.
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  6 Your decoration is ready for the tree.
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  decoration 2


  Here’s another simple decoration. What else can you make from it?
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold and unfold on the 2 lines and flip it over.
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  3 Fold and unfold on the 3 lines and flip it again.
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  4 Pull out the top layer and bring the ends in.
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  5 Here’s the fold part way through.
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  6 Fold and unfold the top layers on the 4 lines.
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  7 Pull the corners in while folding on the 5 lines.
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  8 Flip the decoration over.
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  9 Fold in the corners on the 6 lines and flip it over again.
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  10 All finished.
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  present


  Christmas is not all about presents, but they sure make things more merry.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on line 1.
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  2 Fold back on line 2.
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  3 Repeat for the other side.
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  4 Fold the 3 and 4 lines the same way.
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  5 Fold and unfold on the 5 lines, and flip the paper.
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  6 Pinch the corners on the 6 lines while re-folding the sides.
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  7 Folding the pinches over on the 7 lines will lock the folds.
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  8 Here is the finished box with its ribbon band.
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  christmas tree


  There’s nothing stopping you from making your own decorations for this tree. Paper chains and paper lanterns would look good, and so would a bit of tinsel. The large star is made the same way as the Starry Sky stars. And you can easily make a larger tree from your own construction paper. The tree itself is cut in two halves from a large sheet of paper (about 32 by 20 inches, or 80 by 50 centimeters) and glued together, with a strip of backing added at the bottom to hold the presents. Enlarge this template by 2000% (200%, then 400%, then 250%).
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  gingerbread house
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  When I was a kid my sisters and I used to make a gingerbread house. We’d roll out the dough, cut it into the shape of the walls and roof, stick it together with icing, and decorate it with cookies and candies. Now I do it every year with my kids. But it takes a great deal of patience to get the pieces to bake without warping and stick together without caving in when the chimney is put on. This origami collage is a great solution (though I don’t recommend eating it).
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  cookie


  This may be a little too fancy a cookie for a gingerbread house, but it looks interesting and you can try your own variations.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold in on the 1 lines and flip the paper over.
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  2 Fold in on the 2 lines and flip it over again.
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  3 Fold in on the 3 lines and flip it over again.
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  4 This is a magnified view. Pull out the right front layer while folding on line 4.
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  5 Here is the fold in progress.
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  6 Fold the other three corners the same way. Flip the cookie over.
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  7 Fold in on the 5 lines. Flip it again...
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  8 ...and the cookie is done. No baking required!
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  cupcake


  Here are some cupcakes, tall and short. Both are folded essentially the same way.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold on line 1.
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  2 Fold and unfold on the 2 lines.
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  3 Fold and unfold on the 3 lines.
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  4 Fold and unfold on the 4 lines.
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  5 Fold on line 5. Fold and unfold on line 6. Flip the cupcake over.
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  6 Fold down on line 7.
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  7 Crimp on the 8 lines while re-folding the other creases.
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  8 It looks like this while you’re crimping.
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  9 Slip one end inside the other and you’re all finished.


  [image: ]


  
    

  


  


  candy cane


  Try this candy cane with your own red or green paper, and maybe add it to the Christmas Tree.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on line 1.


  [image: ]


  2 Fold both layers on line 2.
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  3 Continue folding tightly until you get to the last corner.
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  4 Tape or glue the corners fast.
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  5 Fold up on line 3.
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  6 Fold up again on line 4.
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  7 Turn the candy cane right side up...
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  8 ...and you’re done. Simple, isn’t it?
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  taffy


  I’m not sure this really counts as origami. Maybe it should be called paper twisting. But it’s the way real taffy is wrapped.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Roll the paper up loosely. Placing a little wad of tissue paper inside would make the next steps easier.
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  3 Squash the roll at line 2.
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  4 Twist the end as neatly as you can.
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  5 Squash and twist the other end the same way.
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  6 All done!
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  gingerbread folk


  [image: ]


  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold out on the 2 lines, pulling up the bottom as you go.
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  3 Fold down on the 3 lines.
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  4 Fold down again on the 4 lines.
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  5 Fold and unfold on line 5.
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  6 Fold and unfold on line 6.
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  7 Fold out on the 7 lines (as in step 2).
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  8 Re-fold line 5.
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  9 Fold up on line 8. Flip the paper over.
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  10 Fold the corners as shown.
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  11 All finished!
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  Run, run, as fast as you can. You can’t catch me, I’m the gingerbread man!


  
    

  


  


  gingerbread house


  The Gingerbread House is another project that is sure to please. You might cut more taffies and cookies out of scraps of colored paper, or draw them in with crayons. The house could stand on its own, but I like it framed by trees.
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  The background can be a large sheet of white paper (about 32 by 20 inches, or 80 by 50 centimeters) with green and brown paper trees and a light green lawn added to frame the house. A little fruit livens up the trees, but don’t make them stand out too much. The house can be any shape that fits. Scale up this template (about 800%) if you wish, and cut the roof, window, and doors from different colored paper.
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  Here is the Gingerbread House assembled on the kit background. The candy canes are used as roof gables, but they could be part of a fence, or lamp posts, or whatever else you like. The Gingerbread Boy and Girl are waiting to invite you in.
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  noah’s ark
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  Noah’s Ark is a tempting theme for a collage, because there are so many origami animals you can use to fill it up. For this collage I tried to find a consistent style for all the pieces, so that they look like they belong together. It wouldn’t be good to find any of them “not wanted on the voyage!”
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  pig


  This pig is a touched-up version of a traditional Japanese design. The secret to its pigginess is in the curly tail.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold and unfold on the 2 lines.
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  3 Pull the corners up and over while folding on the 3 lines.
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  4 Fold the legs outward on the 4 lines.
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  5 Fold the pig in half away from you.


  [image: ]


  6 Fold, unfold, and reverse fold the nose on line 5.
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  7 Fold, unfold, and reverse fold the tail on lines 6 to 8.
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  8 Your pig is done.
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  bat


  This bat started out as a familiar tulip design. Turning it upside down and adding an extra fold changed it into something new.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold down on the 2 lines.
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  3 Fold in on the 3 lines and re-fold the 1 lines.
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  4 Fold down on line 4.
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  5 Fold up on the 5 lines, pulling up the corners as you go.
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  6 Fold up on line 6.
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  7 Fold up on line 7.
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  8 Fold the corners down on the 8 lines.
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  9 Fold the sides in on the 9 lines.
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  10 Fold the top layer down on line 10.
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  11 Fold in the corners on the 11 lines. Flip the paper over...
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  12 ...and your bat is ready to roost.
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  dog


  This design is almost entirely made by pleating the paper. One last fold, and it turns into Noah’s best friend.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on the 1 lines and flip it over.
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  2 Fold it in half on line 2, unfold it, and flip it over again.
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  3 Fold up on line 3.
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  4 Fold down on line 4.
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  5 Re-fold line 2 and flip the dog over.
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  6 Fold up on line 5 and flip it over again.
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  7 Fold down on line 6.
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  8 Fold up on line 7.
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  9 Fold down on line 8.
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  10 Fold in half.


  [image: ]


  11 Pull the head down and re-crease the front of the legs.
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  12 Fold back the front of the legs. Tuck the corner under the head.
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  13 Ready for walkies!
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  mouse


  There are many ways to make a mouse, but the trick is in the tail. This one is fairly easy.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on lines 1 to 4 to make a fish base.
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  2 Flip the fish base over.
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  3 Fold down on line 5.
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  4 Fold and unfold the 6 lines.
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  5 Fold the 7 lines and re-fold the 6 lines.
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  6 Fold up the top layer on line 8.
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  7 Fold down on line 9.
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  8 Fold in on the 10 lines.
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  9 Fold in half toward you and rotate it to the left.
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  10 Fold down on line 11.
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  11 Fold up on line 12.
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  12 Reverse these two folds.
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  13 Fold the bottom edges of the tail inside the body.
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  14 Your mouse is all finished.
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  horse


  An origami horse should probably have thin legs, but then it would have a million folds and be an inch tall. This one looks like a horse, and that’s quite good enough, don’t you think?
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold the paper in half.
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  2 Fold and unfold on line 1. Flip it over.
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  3 Fold down on the 2 lines.
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  4 Fold down on the 3 lines.
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  5 Fold in half toward you.
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  6 Fold and unfold on line 4, and open the paper out.
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  7 Fold in on the 5 lines.


  [image: ]


  8 Fold out on the 6 lines, re-fold line 1, and flip the paper over.
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  9 Fold up loosely on the 7 mark, and fold the paper in half.
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  10 Pull up the head and re-crease on line 8. Fold and unfold line 9.
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  11 Fold down on line 10.
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  12 Fold up on line 11.
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  13 Reverse fold lines 10 and 11, and the horse is done.
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  rhinoceros


  Noah saved all the animals, but we haven’t done quite as well since. Endangered species origami!
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold lines 1 to 3 as you did for the Horse.
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  2 Re-fold line 1 and flip the rhino over.
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  3 Fold up on line 4 and flip it again.
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  4 Fold in on the 5 lines.
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  5 Fold out on the 6 lines.
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  6 Fold the rhino in half toward you.
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  7 Fold down on line 7.
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  8 Fold up on line 8. Reverse the two folds to make the tail.
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  9 Pull the head down, pivoting on the front corner of the body, and re-crease the fold.
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  10 Fold and unfold the horn on line 10.
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  11 Outside reverse fold line 10, and reverse fold again on line 11.
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  12 All finished.
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  elephant


  There are probably more elephants in origami than any other animal. That’s likely because elephants are the most recognizable of all animals.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold lines 1 to 4 as you did with the Rhinoceros.
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  2 Fold in on the 5 lines.
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  3 Fold the elephant in half.
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  4 Fold, unfold, and reverse fold the legs on line 6.
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  5 Fold forward on the 7 lines.
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  6 Fold the trunk down on line 8.
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  7 Fold the trunk up on line 9.
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  8 Fold the trunk down again on line 10.
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  9 Reverse the last three folds to finish the trunk.
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  10 Your elephant is finished.
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  lion


  Noah took animals on in pairs, male and female together. Lions look a little different from lionesses, so a couple of extra folds turns one into the other.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold to the center on the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold down on line 2.
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  3 Fold in on the 3 lines as shown. Flip the lion over.
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  4 Fold down on line 4.
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  5 Fold in on the 5 lines.
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  6 Flip the lion over.
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  7 Fold in on the 6 lines.
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  8 Fold out again on the 7 lines, and flip it over.
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  9 Fold the front layer up at the 8 mark, and fold the lion in half.
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  10 Pull up the head until the crease meets the corner.
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  11 Pull the top layer down as shown and crease the head.
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  12 Tuck the nose inside the head at line 10.
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  13 Fold and reverse fold the tail on line 11.
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  14 The lion is done. Tuck under the edges of the head to make the lioness.
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  dove


  This dove is based on a traditional design that almost every Japanese kid can fold. I’ve turned it inside out.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold up on line 1.
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  2 Fold up on line 2.
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  3 Flip the dove over.
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  4 Fold the top layer down on line 3.
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  5 Fold in half away from you.
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  6 Fold one wing over on line 4 and flip the dove over.
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  7 Fold the other wing up on line 5.
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  8 Fold and unfold the beak on line 6.
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  9 Reverse fold the beak, and the dove is finished.
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  noah


  Noah is based on a Santa design by Taiko Niwa, but is much slimmer, more biblical, and looking young for a six hundred-year-old.


  [image: ]


  1 Start with the color side down. Fold to the center on line 1.
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  2 Fold to the top edge on line 2.
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  3 Fold Noah’s face down on line 3.
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  4 Fold to the center on the 4 lines.
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  5 Fold and unfold on the 5 lines.
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  6 Fold Noah’s hands out on the 6 lines.
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  7 Pull the hand up to the corner, folding it in half and creasing as you go.
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  8 Re-fold the 5 lines and flip Noah over.
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  9 Fold the top layers to the center on the 8 lines, pulling the arms from behind as you go.
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  10 Fold the top layer to the center on the 9 lines.
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  11 Tuck the sides under the arms at the 10 lines. Flip Noah over again.
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  12 Trim the tip of his head, fold one arm down, and Noah is ready to go.
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  noah’s ark


  There are a number of scenes in the story of Noah’s Ark that make good pictures: loading the animals, riding out the flood, landing on the mountain, and so on. But running through them all are the animals and the ark. The ark has to look big enough to hold everything, so it will probably fill up most of the paper.
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  Start with a large piece of blue paper (about 32 by 20 inches, or 80 by 50 centimeters) and add green paper grass to the bottom edge. Here are some templates to make up the kind of ark usually seen in pictures, though you can check out God’s directions to Noah in the Bible (Genesis 6:14–16), or even design your own. Enlarge them to 1000%. By the way, a biblical cubit is about 18 inches, which made the ark about 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet tall.


  Noah took the animals aboard two by two, the male and female of each species. To fit them all into a small collage, I recommend doubling them up as shown. You can have them facing either way, but they look best in a line. Put the gangplank in front of them and they look like they are getting on; put it behind them to show the animals getting off. Rain clouds or a rainbow add a bit of drama to the story.
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  playhouse


  The next project is the Playhouse. It represents a bit of a departure because it’s more of a diorama than a collage. I want to point out a few notes before you begin folding the models. You don’t need to glue the pieces down. In fact, by leaving them free, you can make a kind of dollhouse. Walls and a floor make this furniture feel like part of a room.
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  Enlarge these templates to about 800% (400% and then 200%) and color them in to make your room. If you use the kit paper, cut it in half as shown, fold the walls toward you, and glue the backs of the two door sections together. The walls will be steadier if you glue them to a floor of heavy paper or cardboard. Try designing a room of your own, or even use printed out photos of your own room as a background.



  Furniture wants people to sit on it. Here are three people to cut out, bend, and glue into shape. Enlarge them by about 250%.


  Read on for the models!


  [image: ]


  


  playhouse
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  Origami furniture is a standard in Japanese schools and kindergartens, and there are more than enough types to make up a very comfortable home. Kids enjoy moving them around and playing house, so I’ve chosen that as a theme. The room templates and the paper dolls fill it out, and even adults will enjoy playing with it. The furniture isn’t the only thing that is Japanese: the room feels as tight as a Tokyo apartment. No wonder Japanese people sit on the floor!
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    piano mod


    You can turn your traditional piano into an upright by folding back the sides and top as if making a box, the way you do with the Present (page 32) or Bed (page 60).
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  table


  The center of every house is the table that everyone gathers at. Good tables make good houses.


  [image: ]


  1 Start at step 5 of Decoration 2 (page 31).
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  2 Fold and unfold the top layers on the 4 lines.
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  3 Pull out the center corners while folding on the 5 lines and reversing the 4 folds.
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  4 Fold the four corners up at the creases to make the table legs. Turn it over.
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  5 Your table is finished!
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  6 To make a table with shorter and thinner legs, fold them again as shown before bending them down.
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  chair


  This chair needs a bit of tape to hold it in shape, but it is very easy to fold.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold in on the 1 lines and flip the paper over.
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  2 Fold in on the 2 lines and flip it over again.
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  3 Fold in on the 3 lines. Flip the model again.
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  4 This is a magnified view. Pull up and spread out the top layer, and crease the folds.
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  5 Fold one of the flaps up to make the seat back, and the other three down to make the legs.
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  6 Tape the legs together from the inside, and your chair is done. If the top edge of the back pops open, hold it closed with a touch of glue.
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  bed


  This bed is just a simple box with a tuck in it to make a pillow. What would it be like to sleep in? Pretty hard, I’d guess.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold and unfold the 1 lines.
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  2 Fold on the two lines, and unfold the top one. Flip the bed over.
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  3 Fold the top edge down to the hidden edge at the bottom on line 3.
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  4 Fold the top layer back up on line 4, and unfold the hidden edge.
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  5 Re-fold lines 1 and 2 while collapsing the corners on the 5 lines.
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  6 You can lock the corners by making extra folds from the inside as shown.
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  7 The finished bed.
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  piano


  The piano is another design that every Japanese child can fold. But with a little tweaking, it can become a sofa too.
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  1 Start with the color side down. Fold on line 1.
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  2 Fold and unfold on the 2 lines.
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  3 Fold and unfold on the 3 lines.
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  4 Pull in the top layer at each side and re-crease lines 2 and 3.
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  5 Fold up the loose edge at line 4.
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  6 Fold and unfold on the line 5, and fold again on line 6.


  [image: ]


  7 Pull out the keyboard and re-fold the side on the 2 lines.
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  8 This finishes your piano. See page 57 for hints on making an even better version.
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  sofa


  Fold the top edge down twice before folding in half at line 3. From there the sofa is almost the same as the piano, except for the line numbers and the lack of a second fold in step 6. There’s a photo of the sofa on page 57.


  [image: ]


  [image: ]


  


  further ideas


  



  I’ve introduced six collage ideas that you can make, but these are certainly not the only possible themes. If you look through your collection of origami pieces, you’ll probably find some that look good together and suggest some sort of a theme. Better yet, think of a theme and fold up enough related pieces to make up a collage. My kids don’t even worry about finding a theme; they just keep pasting their folds on origami paper squares and gluing them together into long streamers.


  You don’t need to limit yourself to collages. Here are a number of other ideas you can try:


  Since many of the designs in this kit are flat and double-sided, they can also be used to make pop-up cards. The easiest way to make one is to glue the bottom edges of the piece on either side of the central fold of the card, and then re-fold it. The Noah’s Ark animals look great as cards, or as stand-up decorations.


  Smallish pieces can be incorporated into a mobile and hung from the ceiling. The trick to making a mobile is to start at the bottom, gluing the elements to the ends of the stick, and attaching the string to the next level at the point where they balance.


  A kindergarten standard that would look great in your kitchen, or make a nice present, is an origami calendar. Each month could have its own theme.


  The only limit is your imagination. Which of course means: there is no real limit at all!
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  Folding Papers


 To download, please click  HERE.
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